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Our culture is very focused on wealth
(as well as beauty and intelligence).
When the media do a story on a
Christian or church, the first angle
they take is often to ask what money
is involved and who might be
benefitting.

The Bible calls us to reject the love of
money but generosity counteracts the
love of money. It is counter-cultural to
give without expecting something in
return. Don’t be obsessed with getting
more. This month Peter Goulter has
written an excellent article covering
integrity in finances that leads to
freedom.

The pressure on most people is lack
of money and the stress that creates. |
have recently done a home renovation
which was one of the most stressful
things | have ever experienced. When
budgets run over and suppliers need
payment, the stress goes through the
roof!

Finances can also be a major part of
relationship conflicts as well. Financial
freedom can be found by following
God’s principles with integrity as well
as planning and budgeting.

I'm more enthusiastic about these now
than ever before!

With gratitude
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John Subritzky

Financial
Freedom &

Integrity

by Peter Goulter

Our identity as men is greatly affected by the integrity of the work we do and this flows
on to, amongst other things, the integrity of our finances and the whole of our lives.
God purposed us for work and He purposed us to be self-supporting, but more than

that, He purposed us to be generous.

God has gifted us with certain abilities and
skills and when we conduct work outside
these skill sets we invariably find
dissatisfaction. | tried Sunday School
teaching once. It was exceedingly hard and
| felt | was not succeeding in teaching or
encouraging the children. | only lasted a
few weeks as | felt it wasn't good for either
me or the children. But as a treasurer for the
church | found | could help

integrity and found work a joy. He told me
the day | started work, “Make sure you give
more than you get paid and you will reap
the rewards”. By this he meant if you get
paid for eight hours give more than eight
hours.

| practised this from day one and this
practice was noticed almost immediately
by my superiors because it

the running of the church

was not normal. Within a

successfully and it brought «.work within few months | received my
great satisfactipn. Why? our gifting first prgmotion and. a
Because | am gifted as an . . substantial pay review
administrator not a teacher. and do it with because, amongst other
While | can teach, | can integrity things, | gave a good
administer in a greater measure. It is the principle
freedom. of sowing and reaping at

When we work within our
gifting and do it with
integrity, we will
generally find a greater
freedom, enjoyment and
financial blessing.

| was blessed of God to have =
a good work role model "
and mentor in my father. 2
My father demonstrated
the characteristic of
hard work to his
children. He involved
us in his work. He
enjoyed his work. He
had a successful small
business and went
the extra mile for his
customers. His
maxim was “work is
joy”. He was using
his gifting with

work.

Be honouring to God with
how you use your gifting
and talents and He will bless
you.

There are few people who
walk this earth who do
not want  more
money. When | was
young | had a desire
to be rich (a love of
money) and | set out
on a path to make
heaps. It was all
about me and there
were minimal rules
about the method
to gain at others'’
expense.
Thankfully God
intervened
. when | was a
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2 young man and without that intervention | hate to think _

what kind of a financial monster | may have become. §

Over the years | have worked with a number of very *

wealthy people and have noticed that no matter how much money these
people have, they still need a little bit more. They will even genuinely
proclaim this in discussions. The issue facing all men, whether you are rich or

poor, is the love of money. | | ik ( | FY\/r/J w
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we need to be obedient to God’s command
provision has and to honour Him with our

come from money. This is the disciplirﬁ'épf
giving to the kingdom andiof
being generous from the first
fruits of our labour.

This deals in broad concepts with the integrity of work and
money. There is also the need to be honest in our work, not: -
only in time but also in the use of the boss’s money, assets and
clients. We need to review our work practices as to whether we,
are Stealing from our bosses.

The’:a?ctivity of work, work ethic, time management and mone))\
are issues that need to be sorted correctly and brought into
bal‘énce as early as possible in your life, as they are keys to a
whqle"'of life experience with minimal stress. These ‘are key
decisions of how you live life as a witness to your faith. It is a
significant area where principles of sowing and reaping
operate. Your effectiveness for God’s kingdom in the whole of
your life is impacted by these decisions. It is helpful to make
good decisions on work and finance from a young a_ée.
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There are no formulas here but you need to review your
choices and get wise counsel - from your dad or another man,
and especially your wife if you are married. If you have issues
seek advice from godly men who you see as being successful
in this area of their lives.

seeking wisdom, erience and more of God’s power!
Godly men and godly wisdom converging together - and
you are invited to participate!
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